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LESSON #6 – Harlem Renaissance
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VOCABULARY
p. 224
• Harlem Renaissance

p. 225
• Langston Hughes
• Louis Armstrong
• Jazz
• Duke Ellington
• Cotton Club
• Blues
• Josephine Baker

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

13. Why were so many Black 
Americans in the northern 
cities from WWI on?

14. Why did a whole new set 
of music and arts form 
based on Black Americans 
during this time?



JAZZ SAMPLE

INTRO THOUGHTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48jUyAK_4Uo

DESCRIBE THE SOUND…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48jUyAK_4Uo


Description of the Jazz Age
1. What was the “unique American” new music?

2. Where did many of the Black Americans move to in New 
York?

3. Where did Josephine Baker move to?

4. Where did Americans get most of their news?

5. What changes happened for women?

Jazz

Harlem

Paris

Radio

They had way more choices

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjxpYsTjNPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjxpYsTjNPk


Jazz and music of the 1920s

Main Body Notes



Harlem Renaissance
Read p. 224

• What was this “great migration”?

• Where did they go to in New York?

• What three things combined to make up the 
“Harlem Renaissance?

Movement of Black Americans to northern cities

Harlem

1. Artistic development
2. Racial pride
3. Political organization



POETRY SAMPLE

On the next slide is a poem 
by Langston Hughes

What do you think he’s 
trying to say?



I, TOO, SING 
AMERICA

I, too, sing America. 

I am the darker brother. 

They send me to eat in the 
kitchen 

When company comes, 

But I laugh, 

And eat well, 

And grow strong. 

Tomorrow, 
I’ll be at the table 
When company comes. 
Nobody’ll dare 
Say to me, 
“Eat in the kitchen,” 
Then. 

Besides, 
They’ll see how beautiful I 
am 
And be ashamed—

I, too, am America.



The Writers

• Most famous black writers                            
expressed proud defiance to                                   
racism in their writings

• As more and more Black Americans                   
became literate, they were their favorites

• Contempt for racism became a common 
theme.

• Langston Hughes became the leading voice for 
the Black American experience in America.



Music of the Jazz Age

• Louis Armstrong introduced a 
totally new form of music in 1922

• A combination of Dixieland and 
Ragtime, this was one of the first 
pure American creations

• He also introduced the solo playing 
of a single instrument

• He became famous for                      
his improvised solos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cY0ochhPmOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cY0ochhPmOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21LGv8Cf0us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21LGv8Cf0us


Music of the Jazz Age

• Duke Ellington also had a 
special sound

• He blended different 
instruments to combine 
improv and orchestra

• He got his start at the Cotton 
Club in New York

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg


Music of the Jazz Age

• Blues was introduced by 
Bessie Smith

• A soulful music that evolved 
from African American 
spirituals

• Usually spoke of poverty, 
oppression, and unfilled 
love

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcrx2-vvwC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcrx2-vvwC4


THE COTTON CLUB



THE COTTON CLUB

The Cotton Club began as the Club Deluxe, a 
400-seat nightclub. It was opened in 1920 by 
Jack Johnson, the first African American 
heavyweight boxing champion. At that time, 
patrons and performers were African 
American.

In 1922 Owney Madden, a white New 
York gangster, took over the club and 
made vast changes. Renaming it the 
Cotton Club, Madden changed the 
interior to resemble a lush Southern 
plantation.

The Harlem riots in 1935 temporarily 
closed the Cotton Club. It reopened in 
a new location in 1936, but it never 
regained its immense popularity. It 
closed permanently in 1940.

From the African American perspective, the 
Cotton Club was a mixed blessing. While the 
club gave a unique opportunity to African 
American performers, it also perpetuated 
offensive stereotypes with its jungle-inspired 
music and plantation decor.

The Harlem riots in 1935 temporarily closed 
the Cotton Club. It reopened in a new location 
in 1936, but it never regained its immense 
popularity. It closed permanently in 1940.


